Multiple cardiac thrombi and thromboembolism in a heparin-induced thrombocytopenia antibody-positive patient with heart failure.
A 49-year-old Japanese man presented with orthopnea and edema in both legs. He was diagnosed with congestive heart failure with triple-vessel coronary artery disease. Low antithrombin and left ventricular systolic dysfunction were possible causes of his hypercoagulable state. Echocardiography revealed thrombi in the left ventricle and left trium, poor left ventricular contractility, and a normal mitral valve. Electrocardiogram revealed normal sinus rhythm. We found small infarctions of the brain and spleen in the computed tomography. The heparin treatment of cardiac thrombi is useless because the patient had heparin-induced thrombocytopenia antibody. We removed thrombi in the left ventricle and left atrium by thrombectomy and performed coronary artery bypass graft. Warfarin was administered for anticoagulation. He recovered completely and is now doing well. Our experience indicates that poor cardiac function can together cause multiple cardiac thrombi and subsequent thromboembolism without mitral stenosis or atrial fibrillation.